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increased explosive force of the Entente, within the unstable European situation brought about by her.
For the half-century of peaceful growth had now made us difficult to attack. Both Cabinet and public opinion in England found it more and more to their own interests to let us take part in the business of the world as their best customers. While England became more accustomed to this idea, those people in Germany who regarded England's predominance as a sort of divine right, and German power as something unusual and inadmissible, withdrew into the background. Even those who had hitherto taken the line that England should not be " provoked " by a navy of our own began to take heart in a Fatherland which was respected and protected by its own strength, in consequence of the more polite treatment of the reinforced German Empire. We had almost passed the unavoidable " danger zone "of our fleet-building, and our object, the peaceful equalizing of our rights with those of England, was within sight of fulfilment.1
England did not fear an attack from us. She had a guarantee against this in our unfavourable strategical situation in the " wet triangle," which did not in-
1 The predominant opinion of political circles was summed up by a progressive Reichstag Deputy, Heckscher; I quote from a pamphlet: " Why did England abandon the policy of encirclement against us? We owe this to the creation of the German fleet." The illusion, to be sure, now swung over in German fashion to the opposite extreme. Instead of rejoicing in the position that had been won and the security of peace, people were intoxicated with the idea that the policy of encirclement had been " abandoned" at one stroke. These exaggerations in one direction and another were fatal to us.